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 Eurobarometer 2010 
Electromagnetic Fields 

Nearly 30% of EU citizens 
believe that EMF have a 
serious effect on their health 

Further 30% believe that 
they have some effect 
 

There is no clear scientific 
evidence for health effects 
from EMF 

There is no reliable 
mechanism found to cause 
such effects 
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Why? 
Inconsistency between scientific evidence and public perception 

EMF 
Research 

Biomedicine Engineering 

Physics 

• Great impact of sensational news in the media  
(broad coverage, attractive presentation, easy to understand) 

• Skepticism towards governmental risk assessment and regulations 

• Deficiencies or lack of knowledge about the scientific approach and 
risk assessment 

• General information overload  

• Complexity of the EMF topic (Physical, biological, chemical 
knowledge necessary) 
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Information overload 
„We are drowning in information but starved for knowledge” 

(John Naisbitt) 
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Information Flow and Transfer 
 

Monitoring, Analysis, Transfer 
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Our mission 
 

Providing a balanced 
and generally 
understandable flow of 
current information 

Making science and 
scientific work more 
transparent 

Pointing a better way to 
existing knowledge 

To support perception 
and understanding of the 
scientific facts 
 

To build up confidence in 
the scientific approach 
and risk assessment 

To support broad and 
balanced public 
information 
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Key Actions 
Monitoring, analysis and transfer 

• Monitoring of EMF science through continuous analysis and evaluation of 
research results and related discussion 

• Continuous bundling and management of knowledge  

• Public information (Newsletter, Journal, Website) 

• Networking among scientists, scientific networks, stakeholders, and  authorities 

• Organization of workshops and informative events 

• Reviews on certain EMF topics 

• Design and performance of studies on risk communication 
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Public and non-public information offer 
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Extranet for Clients 
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Extranet for Clients 
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Public and non-public information offer 
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Layout, 
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Weekly Newsletter „EMF Brief“ 
Information Retrieval and Processing 
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Sophisticated 
Management ~ 1500 relevant  

Websites 
• Authorities 
• Universities 
• Databases 
• Media 
• Critics 
• Stakeholders 
• Committees 
• … 

Print 
Media 

Personal 
Contacts 
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Cooperation welcome!  

Cooperation: 

• Cooperate with the information network (contribute Articles, News, Personal 
Exchange) 

• Recommend WIK EMF Group to others to enlarge the information network 

Startup money from the German Federal Ministry for Economics and 
Technology and cooperation with FMK Austria, FSM Switzerland, COST 
BM0704, and the newly established German „Science Forum EMF“ 

Support to ensure long-term perspective: 

• Become a client to be informed day-by-day and be consulted upon request 
• Contract individual advisory services 
• English translation of journal „EMF Spectrum“ 



13 

Conclusion 

Visit us at: http://www.wik-emf.org 

EMF Information 

Free subscription and 
archives of our publications 

Login to the Extranet 

Contact information 
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Contact 

WIK Wissenschaftliches Institut 
für Infrastruktur und 
Kommunikationsdienste GmbH 
Rhoendorfer Str. 69 
D-53588 Bad Honnef 
Germany 

 
Tel.: +49 2224-9225-42 
Fax: +49 2224-9225-69 
E-Mail: emf@wik.org 
http://www.wik-emf.org 

Working Group „EMF and Environment“ 

Annette Hillebrand      Gabi Conrad 
Dr. Frank Gollnick     Dr. Franz Büllingen 

Team Assistant: Karin Wagner 
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