
The Working Group
In January 2010, the Scientific Institute for 
Infrastructure and Communication Servi-
ces GmbH (WIK) has launched the Wor-
king Group „EMF & Environment“ to provide 
clear up-to-date and background information 
as well as effective communications on re-
search about the potential health effects of 
EMF and its interaction with the environment, 
mainly focused on RF EMF. The work is en-
couraged and backed by the German Fede-
ral Ministry of Economics and Technology.

The goal is to offer an array of sound infor-
mation and communication services about re-
search activities, public discussion, and expert 
assessment of potential effects of electromag-
netic fields to relevant actors and to the public. 

Core tasks

•	Monitoring of the national and internati-
onal EMF research and debate

•	Information,  communication, and net-
working activities. 

Dr. Karl-Heinz Neumann, Managing Di-
rector of WIK GmbH, formulated the mis-
sion of the EMF working group as follows: 
“With this commitment WIK provides a valid 
and scientifically based information source for 
a balanced discourse. We also want to make 
a well-founded contribution to the controver-
sial discussion about possible EMF-effects on 
the environment that is going on for years.”
 

Our Services at a glance:

►► Observing, analyzing, and evaluating sci-
entific research results and public discus-
sion,

►► Systematic knowledge acquisition and do-
cumentation,

►► Prompt information of general public and 
experts about current developments and 
supply of background information,

►► Promotion of networking, cooperation, 
and information exchange amongst all in-
terested parties

►► Supply of know-how and advice as a  
service provider for all interested parties,

►► Organisation of scientific workshops and 
information events

►► Design and performance of studies on risk 
communication 

We will provide services and advisory func-
tions to all those who in some way are involved 
in the EMF debate, and have diverse needs 
for support. In particular, the Working Group 
“EMF & Environment” is a point of contact and 
a cooperative partner for those who have lost 
a valuable platform formerly provided by the 
FGF (Forschungsgemeinschaft Funk e.V.) The 
group’s independence and expertise make it a 
key contact for different parties searching for 
reliable information and advice in the field of 
EMF science.

Public Information Offer
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INTERNAL
The Working Group “EMF and Environment” at the Scientific Institute for Infrastructure and Communication 
Services (WIK) welcomes you to the first edition of the “EMF Brief”. As of now, it will present you current 
information on a weekly basis from science and society on the discussion about the effects of 
electromagnetic fields (EMF). As in other research areas, the results of scientific EMF studies are always 
associated with unavoidable uncertainties. Since these results, however, are of enormous significance for 
the basic regulatory, public health, and economic conditions, the actual study results mostly come along with 
interpretations by different groups in society, which is reflected in the wide and prolonged public debate 
about "Electrosmog". With its "EMF Brief" WIK would like to contribute to greater transparency in the inter-
pretation and public discussion of scientific results of EMF research. What new research results are 
available? What do the media have to say? How do stakeholder groups and experts come to their 
assessments? How do governmental institutions respond? For all of these topics the “EMF Brief” will give a 
current insight into the national and international developments and thus make an offer to all who wish to put 
their opinion on a widest possible basis. 

Karl-Heinz Neumann, Managing Director of WIK 

SCIENCE

results of the bfs project "risks of electromagnetic fields from the perspective of 
german general practioners” 
The aim of this systematic survey commissioned by the Federal Office for Radiation Protection (BfS) has 
been to determine how the topic of electromagnetic fields (EMF) appears to be in the medical practice. Thus, 
the phenomenon of people being worried about or feeling affected by EMF should not be underesti-mated, 
the BfS says in its study results summary. Furthermore, the BfS notes that a significant proportion of doctors 
have too high risk perception in relation to EMF as compared to the current scientific risk assess-ment. This 
could, amongst other things, be due to a lack of information that the doctors expressed them-selves. It was 
necessary to give doctors a closer understanding of the current scientific risk assessment on EMF, so that 
they can rely on it in their advisory function. BfS, as one of the institutions in which physicians highly trust 
according to this study, wants to use the results of this study to specifically target appropriate in-formation 
measures to the needs and the requirements of the medical profession. Summary of the results and 
download of the final report at: 
http://www.emf-forschungsprogramm.de 

EMF Brief
The „EMF Brief“ is our week-
ly newsletter with “briefings” 
on research news, evaluation 
results, public debate, techno-
logy, law, and event announce-
ments. It is available online 
and by e-mail subscription. We 
offer German and English ver-

sions. Free subsription in the service section 
at www.wik-emf.org.

EMF SpeCTRUM
The quarterly journal “EMF 
Spectrum” with topical interna-
tional scientific author contribu-
tions and background informa-
tion related to EMF topics can 
also be downloaded or subscri-
bed free of charge at  
www.wik-emf.org. In the third 

quarter of 2010, the first number will be pub-
lished in online and print versions.

Special Service for Our Clients

For our clients, we 
provide an online 
information center 
that includes: 

•	a news service on a daily basis and
•	a structured knowledge collection with 

background documents, original docu-
ments, expert comments, media contribu-
tions, summaries, etc.

CONTACT

WIK GmbH
Working Group EMF & Environment 
Rhöndorfer Straße 68
D - 53604 Bad Honnef, Germany

Phone: +49 (0) 2224 9225-51
FAX: +49 (0) 2224 9225-69
E-Mail: emf@wik.org
Internet: www.wik-emf.org

Website
Our website covers to-
pics like “Current re-
search”, “Research 
background”, “Expert as-
sessment”, “Public dis-
cussion”, and “Publica-

tions”. It is the “face” of the working group 
and provides basic information and many 
links to further reliable information sources. 

www.wik-emf.org
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